
Supporting Somerset’s Town Centres and High Streets 

The following motion will be proposed by Councillor Lucy Trimnell and seconded by Councillor 
Connor Payne: 

 

Our town centres are at the heart of our communities, both urban and rural, in Somerset, but 
they face challenges. We currently see many parts our high streets with closed down shops, 
boarded up and looking unsightly, which is off�putting for both visitors and potential new 
businesses. This run-down street scene can also attract anti-social behaviour. 

We know that small business and retail are facing difficult economic circumstances however, 
we also know that people still want to visit their local town centres and that real shops are still 
the preferred choice for many over online retail because they form part of a leisure offer. 

As a council we have the opportunity to lend elements of support to businesses and shoppers 
through the actions that we take. Therefore, we would like to demonstrate that Somerset 
Council: 

 

Recognises: 

1. That Somerset’s town centres are vital community hubs where residents access shops, 
services, culture, hospitality and public facilities. 

2. That vibrant town centres are essential for the economic health, social wellbeing and identity 
of our communities. 

3. That hospitality and retail businesses play a central role in shaping the life of our high streets, 
attracting footfall, creating jobs and supporting the wider local economy. 

4. That government policy, such as the Employers National Insurance rise and increases in 
business rates payable, has negatively impacted local businesses. 

 

Believes: 

5. That its decisions should support the long-term viability of our town centres, help attract 
footfall and create the conditions for independent businesses and local employers to succeed. 

6. That hospitality and retail sector businesses are vital for thriving town centres and that they 
benefit from stable costs, predictable trading conditions and good access for customers. 

7. That government should do more to support our town centres and high streets, such as 
scrapping business rates for hospitality and retail sector businesses, without impacting the 
income to the authority. 

 

Council therefore resolves to: 

8. Consider the long-term viability of our city, town and village centres when making decisions 
that impact them, including any changes to parking provision. 



9. Write to the Chancellor requesting a review of business rates for hospitality and retail sector 
business. 

10.Demonstrate through the papers and strategies that we produce that we see our high streets, 
and therefore retail, as being essential to the local economy and the people who live here. 

11.Work with the police to tackle antisocial behaviour in our town centres by ensuring that 
PSPOs and other council implemented actions are introduced, where necessary, in a timely 
manner and kept up to date. 


